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“BE together” – Forthcoming events 
Chris Surridge will take us on a walk from Frederiksberg to the main station, called 
‘Railways’. It will take place on Saturday 4th July at 1 p.m. (13:00). We shall meet at the 
corner of Lindevangs Allé and Peter Bangsvej, opposite the west end of Diakonissestiftelsen. 
 
Our annual picnic will be on Sunday July 26 th in Rådvad at 12 noon. Some of us who want to 
walk can meet at Skodsborg Station at 11 and walk through the woods. More details later. 
 
 
Social events in 2009. 
Annual dinner.  
On January 23rd we held our annual dinner in the Chinese restaurant Hong Fu on 
Østerbrogade. It was well attended and we enjoyed interesting food and a good chat. 
We were fortunate in that we had a room to ourselves.  
Val 
 
Charlie’s Bar. 
On the 11th February I went to Charlie’s Bar where the BEA got started 22 years ago. 
It was the first time for me, although I passed it numerous times when I worked in 
town. 
Its very British inside and the barman was a fellow countryman. The patrons all 
ordered in English no matter what nationality they were. I ordered a pint (yes a pint!) 
of English bitter at the bar and immediately got into a conversion with an 
Englishman nursing his own pint but occasionally leaving it to throw a dart or two. 
At one stage a flock of young people (non-Danish) carrying luggage flooded 
purposefully into the bar and ordered drinks like regular customers. Later they left 
just as purposefully (maybe to board a ship?). 
Charlie’s Bar is well worth a visit, alone or with friends. A good place to brush up 
your English! You’ll find it at this address: 
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Pilestræde 33 
1112 København K 
Tel. 3332 2289 
Website (when somebody decides to write something on it) www.charlies.dk 
Bill 
 
Dual Nationality – Folketinget. 
On 19th February Bill Vase and Val heard the debate in Folketinget concerning dual 
nationality as proposed by Det Radikale Venstre. Once again Folketing was to 
discuss the proposal tabled by the opposition which would allow dual nationality to 
Danes living abroad and foreigners resident in Denmark. 
Predictably, the government and its supporting party (DF) were dead against this and 
the proposal was unceremoniously quashed. 
Valerie and I (Bill Vase), and a crowd of resident Americans spent almost 7 hours in 
the strangers’ gallery waiting for this the main event which, despite the obvious 
outcome, was an example of cogent argument for the proposal by the opposition and 
the obdurate brushing aside of any such thoughts by the government and the DF. 
On 22nd February a number of our members met at Rundforbivej to see and hear the 
debate which we had video-taped. All those present found the debate very interesting 
even if the proposal was rejected. 
Bill and Val 
 
Libby’s book, video and DVD swap. 
On March 27th Libby Norton held a book, video and DVD swap evening at her 
house. Libby kindly served refreshments too. 
Val 
 
Brigadier Oliver G. Pratt OBE 
We are sorry to say that one of our most faithful members died in April. Oliver was 
unable to attend our meetings but was a steadfast supporter of our aims. Bent, 
Valerie and Bill attended his funeral in Gentofte on April 30th where we met many 
members of his family. A soldier played the Last Post on the trumpet at his 
graveside. It was very moving. 
Oliver was gazetted in 1947 (see details below – found on the internet). 
Val 

4642 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 3 OCTOBER, 1947 
 
Oxf. (&• Bucks. L.I. 
…… 
2nd Lt. (War Subs. Lt.) Oliver Gartside PRATT 
(314778) from Rifle Bde., Emerg. Commn., to be Lt., 
4th Oct. 1947, with seniority 16th Feb. 1947. 
…… 
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ESU meeting. 
On Tuesday May 12th the ESU held a talk by Professor Christopher Mulvey from 
Winchester University called ‘The English Language and the Danish Language: An 
English Project Presentation’. It was interesting to hear about the connection with the 
English spoken in Northern England east of the Roman Watling Street, which ran 
from London (Londinium) to Chester (Deva), and Scandinavia, particularly 
Denmark. He also spoke about a book they have published called ‘Kitchen Table 
English’. Families contributed with the English spoken in their homes. One family 
had a new word called a ‘floorrobe’ which requires no explanation as many families, 
especially those with children, will recognise it! Much more information is available 
on their website www.englishproject.org   
 
ETTW Stockholm meeting 14th/15th May. 
On 14th/15th May Bent and Valerie participated in ETTW’s 25 years anniversary in 
Stockholm. The meeting was divided into three parts: Thursday 14th delegates met 
and presented themselves and their organisations. This was followed by discussions 
of their objectives for the meeting for the resulting Stockholm Recommendations. 
Our recommendations of voting rights and dual nationality were included. 
Later in the day the delegates were invited to the Swedish Parliament where we met 
the chairperson of the parliament EU-committee Anna Kinberg Batra. Vice minister 
for European Affairs Maria � senius and a Swedish member of the European 
Parliament Charlotte Cederschiöld outlined the present Swedish EU-position and 
notably the plans for the coming Swedish EU-Presidency. 
On 15th May the General Assembly of Europeans Throughout The World was held at 
Europahuset. 
For more details please see the documents from ETTW below. 
Bent and Val 
 
Wine tasting afternoon. 
On 30th May Jens and Ruth Ulstrup had invited us to their home in Klampenborg as 
Ruth had told us she had six bottles of wine which needed drinking. It turned out that 
we had to sip the different wines and write down what colour they seemed to be, the 
aroma, the taste and the type of grape. Fortunately there was a chart to guide us. 
Ernest and Merete were the absolute winners, and I (Val) was the absolute loser! The 
weather was glorious and we had a very amusing and interesting afternoon. 
Val 
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Wine-tasting participants (photographs and montage by Merete Jackson) 

 
KUKS annual meeting and reception. 
On May 14th KUKS held their annual meeting at Kastellet. Joe McKernan attended 
on behalf of our association and said it was extremely interesting. For further 
information on KUKS please see p. 19 and our website www.briteuro.dk under other 
organisations. 
Joe 
 

Stockholm, 14th May 2009 
 

STOCKHOLM RECOMMENDATIONS  

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of their founding, The Europeans 
throughout the World, the confederation of associations of European expatriates, 
meeting in Stockholm at the kind invitation of the Federation Swedes Abroad, 
recalls that citizens of the European Union living in another country than their own 
throughout the world are estimated to number between 60 and 80 million, thus 
together forming the equivalent of a large member state, make very substantial 
contributions to Europe's presence in the world, and should be considered a great 
asset for Europe. 
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The Europeans throughout the World urges European national governments and 
the institutions of the European Union, particularly the European Parliament, 

�  to give political and practical recognition and support to this large body of 
citizens, many of whom have a very high degree of international mobility, 
consistent with and often a consequence of the progress of the EU and their 
professional and societal role within it; 

�  to act upon the following recommendations, which proceed from over fifty-
five years of experience of the EU and twenty-five years of action, and which 
also build upon and extend the Paris Declaration adopted at the Meeting of 
European Citizens resident outside their country of origin in Paris on 30th 
September 2008. 

Voting rights - all expatriate European citizens should be given specific national and 
EU-level representation in order that their voices may be properly heard and their 
concerns, specific to their condition as expatriates, properly taken into account: 

·  All EU citizens should be given the right to vote in their national elections at 
national and regional level, and practical arrangements made to facilitate the 
convenience to the citizen, wherever he or she resides in the world, for 
example through proxy, postal and/or electronic voting mechanisms. 

·  All EU citizens should be given the right to choose to vote in European 
Parliament elections in their country of residence or of one of their EU 
nationalities, and practical arrangements made to facilitate the convenience to 
the citizen, wherever he or she resides in the world. 

Multiple nationalities 

All EU citizens should be given the right to possess and to gain or regain 
multiple nationalities to which they may have a claim, given the fundamental 
nature of nationality to the citizen and his or her means of livelihood. 

Diplomatic and consular protection 

·  Full and uniform protection should be ensured to all EU citizens through the 
network of EU member states' embassies and consulates throughout the world, 
irrespective of their nationalities and countries of residence. 

·  This should extend especially to prisoners, who are often particularly 
vulnerable - judicial proceedings in third countries should be closely 
monitored and full defence of the accused ensured. Wherever possible they 
should be able to purge their sentence in (one of) their own country(ies). 
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Social Security 

The right of patients to treatment in the country of their choice, regardless of 
the country(ies) in which they have paid their state and/or private health 
insurance contributions, should be ensured in practice, in line with the 
jurisprudence of the European Court of Justice. 

Pensions 

The acquisition of state and supplementary pensions should be ensured in 
practice, and their payment ensured from the age of retirement, to all 
expatriate EU citizens, wherever they reside in the world, and existing EU 
legislation enforced and extended. Cases of multiple taxation need to be 
removed. Particular attention should be given to the situation of people who 
have followed their spouses abroad and may find their rights seriously 
curtailed. 

Education 

The possibility of complementary education in one's mother tongue should be 
extended to all children of expatriate EU citizens, allowing them to preserve 
the knowledge of their mother tongue and culture. 

Mutual Recognition of Diplomas and Professional Training 

There are many diplomas and professional qualifications of EU member states 
which are not recognised in other EU countries. The ongoing efforts towards 
mutual recognition should be intensified and extended to further fields.  

Justice 

·  Expatriate EU citizens should be guaranteed a legally indisputable choice of 
competent jurisdictions and simplified access to these.  

·  Family law should be harmonised and enforced, particularly in the areas of the 
consequences of divorce for children. 

·  Contradictions and multiple taxation should be removed from the area of 
succession and inheritance. 

“European Referent” in the national public services 

A personalised “European Administrative Window” should be created within 
the national, regional and/or local administrations, fully aware of the legal and 
administrative aspects at EU level. 
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A European Commissioner and an Agency for expatriate Europeans 

·  Considering that the above concerns have not been fully addressed, we 
reiterate our recommendation that a Member of the European Commission 
should be given specific responsibility for expatriate EU citizens. 

·  All European Institutions should set up specific mechanisms to take account of 
the specific concerns of expatriate EU citizens. 

·  An agency should be created to take up these concerns on a permanent basis. It 
should be charged with monitoring and furthering all the above concerns, and 
should be given appropriate means to carry out these tasks. 

 
 

 
 

30th May 2009. 
Anniversary Meeting and General Assembly 

Stockholm, 14 th – 15th May 2009. 
 
 

25 delegates and some with their spouses from 13 ETTW member associations met 
in Stockholm on 14 th – 15th May 2009 upon invitation from the Swedish member 
association Swedes Abroad. The meeting had a particular importance as it was 
held at the eve of Sweden taking the EU Presidency for the second semester of 
2009, and the delegates met with representatives of the Swedish political 
environment. The event celebrated the 25th anniversary of ETTW, but was 
forward looking as the delegates agreed on a set of recommendations – The 
Stockholm Recommendations – addressed to national and European authorities 
for the benefit of the 60 to 80 million Europeans living in another country than 
their own and for whom the ETTW serves as a spokesman and defender. 
 
At mid-day on 14th May the participants gathered for a luncheon at the conference 
centre Summit Konferens & Event in Grev Turegatan followed by the first formal 
session chaired by Ambassador Karin Ehnbom-Palmquist, Secretary General of 
Swedes Abroad. The ETTW Secretary General Simon-Pierre Nothomb expressed his 
welcome and thanks to the host.  Karin Ehnbom-Palmquist and Hans Jørgen Helms, 
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ETTW Executive Vice President explained the programme for the two days. Karin 
Ehnbom-Palmquist presented the host association Swedes Abroad, described its 
achievements and the priorities of its work for the Swedish members and 
communities all over the world.  
 
The participants having received in advance an extensive documentation with reports 
and recommendations relevant to the issues affecting expatriate Europeans living in 
another EU country1 or throughout the world debated and drafted a two page text 
distilling the many findings into a set of Recommendations for the attention of 
national and European authorities. These Stockholm Recommendations (see 
attached) were adopted at unanimity and are now as a major result of the meeting 
being transmitted to its addressees. They conclude in calling for a member of the 
European Commission having the care of the expatriate Europeans as a special 
charge while the EU is encouraged to set up an Agency dealing with all issues for the 
expatriates including the monitoring of the relevant legislation and regulations. 
 
In response to the description of Swedes Abroad each of the other ETTW member 
associations was presented briefly by one of their representatives. They are all equal 
in substance working for the nationals abroad and having a non-governmental status, 
but quite different by the way of operations, relations with national authorities and 
magnitude of resources and means. The overview represented recalled that one of 
ETTW's objectives is the exchange of proper information and experiences amongst 
the member associations. A wider exchange of the magazines published by the 
associations was agreed. 
 
Next the participants proceeded to the Swedish parliament Riksdagen for a tour of its 
premises and explanations on its functioning. In turn all participants were welcomed 
by the chair of the parliament EU-committee Anna Kinberg Batra. Vice minister for 
European Affairs Maria � senius and a Swedish member of the European Parliament 
Charlotte Cederschiöld outlined the present Swedish EU-position and notably the 
plans for the coming Swedish EU-Presidency which promised to be  very significant 
none the least as it follows the June elections to the European parliament. The ETTW 
President Enrique Barón Crespo responded to the interventions and together with the 
ETTW participants explained the Stockholm Recommendations to the Swedish 
politicians. The session also attended by ambassadors to Sweden from several EU 
countries and members of the Board of Swedes Abroad featured a reception giving 
the occasion for more extensive and informal discussions on the ETTW issues. 
 
                                                           
1  FOR DISCUSSION AT Meeting & General Assembly, Stockholm 14th – 15th May 2009. 
 A European Policy for the Europeans throughout the world, February 2009 with annexes. 
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The evening saw the anniversary dinner held at Djurgårdsbrunn Värdshus just 
outside Stockholm where the large group were welcomed by Ulf Dinkelspiel 
chairman of Swedes Abroad, Karin Ehnbom-Palmquist and Enrique Barón Crespo.  
The ETTW was formally incorporated as an international association under Belgian 
law 25 years ago. As illustrated in the brochure on the history drafted for the 
occasion the roots for the ETTW however go back to a meeting in 1979 at the 
initiative of the two Belgian associations UFBE and VIW. 2 Hugues du Roy de 
Blicquy3 was instrumental for this initiative and had served the ETTW for many 
following years. He was applauded by Simon-Pierre Nothomb who awarded him an 
ETTW trophy in the form of a small column holding the earth and thanked him for 
his faithfulness to the association. Hans Jørgen Helms afterwards recalled that also 
Simon-Pierre Nothomb merits the thanks of the participants. He had participated in 
the constitutional ETTW meeting in 1982 and served the association ever since as 
vice president and later as secretary general. 
 
The following day, 15th May the participants came to the new Europahus (Europe 
House) in Regeringsgatan which next to conference facilities houses the Stockholm 
representation of the European Commission and the Information Office of the 
European Parliament. This became the site for the ETTW statutory General 
Assembly during the morning which is reported separately.4 
 
After a short break the participants gathered for a « family » photography and a short 
meeting with interested representatives of the local and international media who 
noted the meeting and the Stockholm Recommendations. 
 
The participants then went to the Stadshuskajen (The Town hall Quay) to board a 
steam ship Strömma kanal for a cruise around the Drottningsholm Castle, residence 
of the Royal family. The luncheon served on board was a further occasion for 
exchange of views on the ways in which the member associations and the ETTW 
may continue to serve the expatriate Europeans. 
 
Finally a group of the participants remained in Stockholm and relaxed during the 
evening with a most enjoyable performance and dinner at the Regina Opera in 
Drottninggatan. 
 

oOo 
 
                                                           
2  Hans Jørgen Helms : More than 25 Years of Service for the Expatriate Europeans, April 2009. 
3  Contributions on the Occasion of the Anniversary of ETTW, May 2009. 
4  Report on the General Assembly, 15th May 2009, 10.00 – 11.45 
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Throughout the meeting it was recalled that the invitation from the Swedish 
association had been the initiative of the Swedes Abroad representative to ETTW, 
Karine Henrotte Forsberg. Karin Ehnbom-Palmquist came to Brussels in February 
2009 to agree the arrangements with the ETTW Executive Committee followed by a 
visit to Stockholm by Karine Henrotte Forsberg. The Brussels end of the 
arrangements as well as the drafting of the ETTW history were assured by Hans 
Jørgen Helms together with the ETTW Executive Committee and notably Simon-
Pierre Nothomb, Nicholas Newman, Jean-Claude Séché and Marie-Claude Hayoit de 
Termicourt. While no particular sponsorship was available for the meeting the 
arrangements had drawn on the resources of the host association and the ETTW. The 
participants were themselves responsible for their travel and accommodation 
arrangements (with a block reservation arranged by Swedes Abroad) and all 
contributed to the social activities. Many thanks from the participants went to Karin 
Ehnbom-Palmquist and her collaborators at Swedes Abroad and notably Kjell 
Jansson. 
 
Hans Jørgen Helms 
Executive Vice President 
 
 

  ______________________ 
 

 
 
 

28th May 2009. 
 

Report on the General Assembly, 15th May 2009, 10.00 – 11.45 
 
 

EUROPAHUSET 
Regeringsgatan 65 

Stockholm 
 

The General Assembly was part of the programme for the ETTW meeting on 14th – 
15 th May 2009 in Stockholm upon invitation from the Swedish member association 
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Swedes Abroad. On the previous day's 25th Anniversary celebrations, the Stockholm 
Recommendations were adopted and the 25th anniversary dinner was held, during 
which a special presentation was made to Mr. Hughes du Roy de Blicquy, one of the 
founder members (see separate report). 
 
Participants 
Chairman: Enrique Barón Crespo MEP, President of ETTW  
All Member Associations were represented. 
 
Introduction  
Mr. Pierre Schellekens, Head of the Representation in Sweden of the European 
Commission welcomed the participants to the Europahuset. He described the work of 
the Representation notably for the forthcoming Swedish Presidency of EU (from 1st 
July 2009) 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
The draft agenda circulated in April 2009 was approved. 
 
Annual Report 2008 – 2009 
The Chairman introduced the attached report distributed at the meeting. and placed 
the activities of the ETTW during the period of report in the wider European context. 
He also mentioned several of the points in the Stockholm Recommendations adopted 
the day before. 
The Annual Report was approved. 
 
Accounts 2008, Status 31.12.2008, Budget 2009. 
The Treasurer Nicholas Newman introduced the accounts for 2008 and the Status of 
31.12.2008 which had been distributed in early May 2009. He explained the 
expenditure in 2008 conducted with stringent care within the resources available. 
The negative result of the financial operations was only due to one member 
association which had paid its 2008 contribution in early January 2009 rather than 
during the year of account. The Status demonstrated however that another member 
association was in arrears with its contribution for two years. 
While urging for settlement of these outstanding contributions by a letter to the 
association from the President the Accounts 2008 and Status ultimo 2008 were 
approved. The Budget 2009 which follows the lines of the 2008 Budget had already 
been approved. 
At the initiative of Mr. Paschalis Papachristopoulos, SAE it was suggested to launch 
a recruitment drive for further member associations. During the discussions there 
were proposals for exploratory contact during June 2009 with associations from 
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Austria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Norway and Iceland and Switzerland 
(already contacted by one of the participants Mrs Zeller upon consultation with 
H.J.Helms) 
Mr. Jens Witthøfft Nielsen, Danes Worldwide offered the good offices of a meeting 
of the secretaries general of the Nordic associations for contact with those not yet 
members of ETTW. 
 
Elections to the Board  
The item was postponed to a later extraordinary general assembly to be held in the 
early autumn. While several member associations as invited had submitted proposals 
for candidates and some prior to the meeting there were still nominations 
outstanding. This coming extraordinary general assembly should be followed 
immediately by a meeting of the Board for elections to the Executive Office of the 
ETTW. 
It was approved that the present Board and Executive Committee continue until that 
meeting. 
 
Date of next meeting of the Extraordinary General Assembly and the Board 
It has later been decided to hold this meeting on Friday 9 October 2009, 11:00 at 
Fondation Universitaire, 11 rue d’Egmont, 1000 Bruxelles. 
 
 
 Hans Jørgen Helms 
 Executive Vice President 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

May 
 2009. 
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Annual Report 
 

January 2008 – May 2009. 
 
 

During the period of report the principal activities were 
 

Debate, formulation and dissemination of two essential recommendations 
to European and national authorities including the President of the 
European Commission on: 

·  Democratic rights for expatriate Europeans, notably concerning 
vote to the European Parliament for EU-citizens living in Third 
Countries 

·  Multiple (dual) citizenship, notably the right to preserve the 
original citizenship when acquiring another citizenship. 

 
Preparations by meetings and internal briefing documents for the active 
participation of 14 ETTW representatives and representatives of the 
member associations to: 

·  The “Europe on the Move” Day 30th September 2009, Ministry of 
Foreign and European Affairs, Quai d’Orsay, Paris upon 
invitation by the Minister and the Assembly of French Nationals 
living Abroad. 

 
Participation by ETTW representatives ET representatives of the member 
associations to 

·  Seminar on “The linguistic and cultural multiplicities in Europe” 
Centre Borchette, Brussels, 11th November 2009 upon invitation 
by assodilit and CIM-Belgio 

 
Participation in meetings (in Brussels) of 

·  European Permanent Forum of Civil Society 
·   Liaison group with civil society, 
·  European Economic and Social Committee Federal council, 

International European Movement 
 

Preparations for the 
·  ETTW  Anniversary meeting & General Assembly, Stockholm, 

14th – 15th May 2009 upon invitation by Swedes Abroad. 
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Documents published 
 

Democratic Rights of the expatriated Europeans, updated table, Sep. 
2008 

 
Recommendations concerning democratic Rights of expatriated 
Europeans, 22nd February 2008. 

 
Recommendations concerning dual and multiple nationalities, 22nd 
February 2008 

 
The free Circulation of the European Citizens, J.C.Séché, updated 
February 2009 

 
Discussion document: A European policy for the Europeans throughout 
the world, February 2009. 

 
More than 25 Years of Service for the Expatriated Europeans, Hans 
Jørgen Helms with a preface by Simon-Pierre Nothomb, April 2009 

 
Board meetings (in Brussels) 
 

In 2008: 22nd February (VIW), 26th May, 25th November (with the  
participation of Ambassador Christopher Bo Bramsen, President, Danes 
Worldwide) 

 
In 2009:27th January  (with the participation of Ambassador Karin 
Ehnbom-Palmquist, Secretary General, Swedes Abroad) 

 
General Assembly 
 

22nd February 2008 in Brussels (VIW), 15th May 2009 in Stockholm. 
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30th May 2009. 
Anniversary Meeting and General Assembly 

Stockholm, 14th – 15th May 2009. 
 
 
25 delegates and some with their spouses from 13 ETTW member associations met 
in Stockholm on 14th – 15th May 2009 upon invitation from the Swedish member 
association Swedes Abroad. The meeting had a particular importance as it was 
held at the eve of Sweden taking the EU Presidency for the second semester of 
2009, and the delegates met with representatives of the Swedish political 
environment. The event celebrated the 25th anniversary of ETTW, but was forward 
looking as the delegates agreed on a set of recommendations – The Stockholm 
Recommendations – addressed to national and European authorities for the 
benefit of the 60 to 80 million Europeans living in another country than their own 
and for whom the ETTW serves as a spokesman and defender. 
 
At mid-day on 14th May the participants gathered for luncheon at the conference 
centre Summit Konferens & Event in Grev Turegatan followed by the first formal 
session chaired by Ambassador Karin Ehnbom-Palmquist, Secretary General of 
Swedes Abroad. The ETTW Secretary General Simon-Pierre Nothomb expressed his 
welcome and thanks to the host.  Karin Ehnbom-Palmquist and Hans Jørgen Helms, 
ETTW Executive Vice President explained the programme for the two days. Karin 
Ehnbom-Palmquist presented the host association Swedes Abroad, described its 
achievements and the priorities of its work for the Swedish members and 
communities all over the world.  
 
The participants having received in advance an extensive documentation with reports 
and recommendations relevant to the issues affecting expatriate Europeans living in 
another EU country5 or throughout the world debated and drafted a two page text 
distilling the many findings into a set of Recommendations for the attention of 
national and European authorities. These Stockholm Recommendations (see 

                                                           
5  FOR DISCUSSION AT Meeting & General Assembly, Stockholm 14 – 15 May 2009. 
 A European Policy for the Europeans throughout the world, February 2009 with annexes. 
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attached) were adopted at unanimity and are now as a major result of the meeting 
being transmitted to its addressees. They conclude in calling for a member of the 
European Commission having the care of the expatriate Europeans as a special 
charge while the EU is encouraged to set up an Agency dealing with all issues for the 
expatriates including the monitoring of the relevant legislation and regulations. 
 
In response to the description of Swedes Abroad each of the other ETTW member 
associations was presented briefly by one of their representatives. They are all equal 
in substance working for the nationals abroad and having a non-governmental status, 
but quite different by the way of operations, relations with national authorities and 
magnitude of resources and means. The overview represented recalled that one of 
ETTW's objectives is the exchange of proper information and experiences amongst 
the member associations. A wider exchange of the magazines published by the 
associations was agreed. 
 
Next the participants proceeded to the Swedish parliament Riksdagen for a tour of its 
premises and explanations on its functioning. In turn all participants were welcomed 
by the chair of the parliament EU-committee Anna Kinberg Batra. Vice minister for 
European Affairs Maria � senius and a Swedish member of the European Parliament 
Charlotte Cederschiöld outlined the present Swedish EU-position and notably the 
plans for the coming Swedish EU-Presidency which promised to be  very significant 
none the least as it follows the June elections to the European parliament. The ETTW 
President Enrique Barón Crespo responded to the interventions and together with the 
ETTW participants explained the Stockholm Recommendations to the Swedish 
politicians. The session also attended by ambassadors to Sweden from several EU 
countries and members of the Board of Swedes Abroad featured a reception giving 
the occasion for more extensive and informal discussions on the ETTW issues. 
 
The evening saw the anniversary dinner held at Djurgårdsbrunn Värdshus just 
outside Stockholm where the large group were welcomed by Ulf Dinkelspiel 
chairman of Swedes Abroad, Karin Ehnbom-Palmquist and Enrique Barón Crespo.  
The ETTW was formally incorporated as an international association under Belgian 
law 25 years ago. As illustrated in the brochure on the history drafted for the 
occasion the roots for the ETTW however go back to a meeting in 1979 at the 
initiative of the two Belgian associations UFBE and VIW. 6 Hugues du Roy de 
Blicquy7 was instrumental for this initiative and had served the ETTW for many 
following years. He was applauded by Simon-Pierre Nothomb who awarded him an 
ETTW trophy in the form of a small column holding the earth and thanked him for 

                                                           
6  Hans Jørgen Helms : More than 25 Years of Service for the Expatriate Europeans, April 2009. 
7  Contributions on the Occasion of the Anniversary of ETTW, May 2009. 



The British European – page 17 

 17 

his faithfulness to the association. Hans Jørgen Helms afterwards recalled that also 
Simon-Pierre Nothomb merits the thanks of the participants. He had participated in 
the constitutional ETTW meeting in 1982 and served the association ever since as 
vice president and later as secretary general. 
 
The following day, 15th May the participants came to the new Europahus (Europe 
House) in Regeringsgatan which next to conference facilities houses the Stockholm 
representation of the European Commission and the Information Office of the 
European Parliament. This became the site for the ETTW statutory General 
Assembly during the morning which is reported   separately.8 
 
After a short break the participants gathered for a « family » photography and a short 
meeting with interested representatives of the local and international media who 
noted the meeting and the Stockholm Recommendations. 
 
The participants then went to the Stadshuskajen (The Town hall Quay) to board a 
steam ship Strömma kanal for a cruise around the Drottningsholm Castle, residence 
of the Royal family. The luncheon served on board was a further occasion for 
exchange of views on the ways in which the member associations and the ETTW 
may continue to serve the expatriate Europeans. 
 
Finally a group of the participants remained in Stockholm and relaxed during the 
evening with a most enjoyable performance and dinner at the Regina Opera in 
Drottninggatan. 

oOo 
 
Throughout the meeting it was recalled that the invitation from the Swedish 
association had been the initiative of the Swedes Abroad representative to ETTW, 
Karine Henrotte Forsberg. Karin Ehnbom-Palmquist came to Brussels in February 
2009 to agree the arrangements with the ETTW Executive Committee followed by a 
visit to Stockholm by Karine Henrotte Forsberg. The Brussels end of the 
arrangements as well as the drafting of the ETTW history were assured by Hans 
Jørgen Helms together with the ETTW Executive Committee and notably Simon-
Pierre Nothomb, Nicholas Newman, Jean-Claude Séché and Marie-Claude Hayoit de 
Termicourt. While no particular sponsorship was available for the meeting the 
arrangements had drawn on the resources of the host association and the ETTW. The 
participants were themselves responsible for their travel and accommodation 
                                                           
8  Report on the General Assembly, 15th May 2009, 10.00 – 11.45 
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arrangements (with a block reservation arranged by Swedes Abroad) and all 
contributed to the social activities. Many thanks from the participants went to Karin 
Ehnbom-Palmquist and her collaborators at Swedes Abroad and notably Kjell 
Jansson. 
 
Hans Jørgen Helms 
Executive Vice President 
Democratic Rights of European Expatriates September 2008. 
Abstract of the Comparative Study of The Europeans Throughout the World on the 
Electoral Regimes for European Expatriates and the Democratic Representation of 
their Interests, January 2004, updated June 2004, November 2007 & September 
2008. Study available on www.euromonde.eu 
 

EU-
Country 

Voting at 
National 
Elections 

Voting 
by Mail 

Represented in 
national 
Parliament 

National 
Parliament 
Committee 

Official 
Advisory 

Committee 

Voting 
for EP** 
if outside 

EU 
BE A A C C C C 
DK B¹ C C C C C 
DE A/B² A C C C A/B² 
EL C NR C A A C 
ES A A C C A A 
FR A C4 A C A A/B 
IE C NR C C C C 
IT  A A A C A A 
LU A A C C C C 
NL A A C C C A 
AT A A C C C A 
PT A -- A C A C 
FI  A C C C (A)³ A 
SE A A C C C A 
UK B5 A C C C B5 
Estonia A A C C C A 
Poland A C C A A C 
Romania A C C C A A 
 
A = YES 
B = YES, BUT WITH  RESTRICTIONS 
C = NO 
NR = NOT RELEVANT 
 
¹ with many restrictions; 
² if outside country of the Council of Europe; 
³ reference is made to an influential, but informal body; 
4 by e-mail and mail for the official advisory committee; vote in a consulate not foreseen; EP = European 
Parliament 

5 No voting right after 15 years abroad 
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A poster has been created with a link to the consular protection website: 
 

 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/citizenship/diplomatic/fsj_citizenship_diplomatic_en.htm 

KUKS: 
 
Kære Foreningsformænd, 
 
Det var en stor glæde for KUKS Præsidium, at så mange formænd deltog i 
Receptionen på Kastellet den 14. maj og i det efterfølgende Årsmøde. 
Vi sætter pris på den tætte dialog og gensidige inspiration. Og takket være det store 
fremmøde blev det atter et vellykket KUKS arrangement med deltagelse af mange 
ambassadører, foreningsformænd og indbudte gæster. 
 
På hjemmesiden www.kuks.dk vil der blive oploadet billeder fra arrangementet. 
Vi gør opmærksom på, at det er GRATIS at blive optaget på KUKS hjemmeside, så 
besøg hjemmesiden og se om din forening er optaget. Dog må der påregnes lidt 
”leveringstid”, før din optagelse er en realitet. Men indsend oplysningerne snarest 
muligt, så gør vi, hvad vi kan. 
 
Næste KUKS arrangement finder sted den 23. oktober 2009 på Frederiksberg Rådhus 
i forbindelse med FN dagen. 
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KUKS ønsker alle en god sommer og på gensyn i oktober. 
 
På KUKS præsidiums vegne  
Ulrik af Rosenborg 
Vicepræsident  

������������������������� ���
All from Joe McKernan. 
******************************************  
My wife sat down on the couch next to me as I was flipping channels. 
She asked, 'What's on TV?' 
I said, 'Dust.' 
And then the fight started. 
****************************************** 
My wife and I are watching "Who Wants To Be A Millionaire" while we were in bed. I turned to her and 
said, 
"Do you want to have sex?" 
"No," she answered. 
I then said, "Is that your final answer?" 
She didn't even look at me this time, simply saying, "Yes." 
So I said, "Then I'd like to phone a friend." 
And then the fight started. 
****************************************** 
Saturday morning I got up early, quietly dressed, made my lunch, grabbed the dog, and slipped quietly into 
the garage. I hooked up the boat up to the truck, and proceeded to back out into a torrential downpour. The 
wind was blowing 50 mph, so I pulled back into the garage, turned on the radio, and discovered that the 
weather would be bad all day. I went back into the house, quietly undressed, and slipped back into bed. I 
cuddled up to my wife's back, now with a different anticipation, and whispered, "The weather out there is 
terrible." My loving wife of 10 years replied, "Can you believe my stupid husband is out fishing in that?" 
And that's how the fight started. 
****************************************** 
I rear-ended a car this morning. So, there we were alongside the road and slowly the other driver got out of 
his car. You know how sometimes you just get soooo stressed and little things just seem funny? Yeah, well I 
couldn't believe it..... He was a DWARF!!! He stormed over to my car, looked up at me, and shouted, "I AM 
NOT HAPPY!!!" So, I looked down at him and said, "Well, then which one are you?"  
And then the fight started.... 
***************************************** 
My wife was hinting about what she wanted for our upcoming anniversary. 
She said, 'I want something shiny that goes from 0 to 150 in about 3 seconds.'  
I bought her a set of bathroom scales. 
And then the fight started... 
****************************************** 
When I got home last night, my wife demanded that I take her someplace expensive... so, I took her to a 
petrol station. 
And then the fight started... 
****************************************** 
After retiring, I went to the Social Security office to apply for Social Security. The woman behind the 
counter asked me for my driver's license to verify my age. I looked in my pockets and realized I had left my 
wallet at home. I told the woman that I was very sorry, but I would have to go home and come back later. 
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The woman said, 'Unbutton your shirt'. So I opened my shirt revealing my curly silver hair. She said, 'That 
silver hair on your chest is proof enough for me' and she processed my Social Security application. 
When I got home, I excitedly told my wife about my experience at the Social Security office. 
She said, 'You should have dropped your pants. You might have got disability, too.' 
And then the fight started.... 
****************************************** 
My wife and I were sitting at a table at my high school reunion, and I kept staring at a drunken lady 
swigging her drink as she sat alone at a nearby table. 
My wife asked, 'Do you know her?' 
'Yes,' I sighed, 'She's my old girlfriend. I understand she took to drinking right after we split up those many 
years ago, and I hear she hasn't been sober since.' 
'My Goodness!' says my wife, 'who would think a person could go on celebrating that long?' 
And then the fight started... 
****************************************** 
I took my wife to a restaurant. The waiter, for some reason, took my order first. 
"I'll have the strip steak, medium rare, please." 
He said, "Aren't you worried about the mad cow?"" 
Nah, she can order for herself." 
And then the fight started... 
****************************************** 
A woman is standing nude, looking in the bedroom mirror. 
She is not happy with what she sees and says to her husband, 'I feel horrible; I look old, fat and ugly. I really 
need you to pay me a compliment.' The husband replies, 'Your eyesight's damn near perfect.' 
And then the fight started.... 
*************************************************** *************** 
 

Subscriptions!! Some members have not paid their subscriptions 
There are still a few members who have not paid their subscription yet – please pay ASAP. 

Please pay your yearly subscription. The subscriptions should be paid into the giro 
account for The British European Association in BG Bank, now Danske Bank. The 
type of the account is a 'ForeningsGiro'. Reg.nr. 1551. Account number: 2608596. 
Please note the Reg.nr. has been changed (1551 is the correct number). If you have 
your own giro account the subscription can be transferred from your account to the 
account of the Association. If you do not have a giro account please fill in a giroform 
and pay at a post office. 
 
The amount to be paid is d.kr. 150-00 for a single member and d.kr. 250-00 for a 
couple. For businesses the amount is d.kr. 250-00. 
 
For questions forwarded to us on e-mail - please use das74klapa@briteuro.dk  
 
Please send articles and letters intended for the next BE Bulletin to: Valerie 
Kristiansen at das74klapa@briteuro.dk 
 
BE Bulletins can be read on our home page: www.briteuro.dk 
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