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“BE together” – Forthcoming events 
Annual Dinner. The annual dinner will be at the Hong Fu Restaurant, Østerbrogade 132, 2100 Ø, at 7 
pm on Friday 22nd January 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 

AGM, British European Association 
Sunday November 1st 2009, 12 noon 
Rundforbivej 49 A, 2950 Vedbæk 

 
Item 1: Appointment of chairperson. 

 
Jens Ulstrup agreed to chair the meeting and Bill Vase agreed to take the minutes. 

 
Item 2: Adoption of the agenda. 

The agenda was adopted. 
Item 3: Reports. 

i) Treasurer 

A copy of the treasurer's report was handed out. A few items were clarified. The 
treasurer's report was approved. 

ii) Home-page editor 

Apart from routine updates both in content and minor technical refinements, no great 
changes. An appeal was made for contributions from the members. Elizabethann 
offered to submit information regarding the new rules for renewing British passports 
from Denmark. 
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iii) Bulletin editor 

The next bulletin will be published in December. An appeal was made for 
contributions from the members. There were offers from Elizabethann (see above), 
Joe, Ernest (on early Christianity in Denmark) and Jens (on a book about 
Shakespeare). 

iv) Social functions 

The Annual Dinner in January took place at the Kong Fu Restaurant on 
Østerbrogade. Subsequent social events were organised on an AD HOC basis (see 
President’s report page 3). 

v) Coordinator 

The coordinator reported on the numbers of both fully paid-up members and 
members in arrears. 

vi) President 

See President’s report page 3. 
 

Item 4: Appointment of management team for 2009 - 2010. 
 

No changes. This also applies to the current substitutes, viz. Ernest Jackson and 
Eileen Sonne. 

Item 5: Any other business. 
 

What are the expectations of the members? - keep up the momentum in the wake 
of the Stockholm meeting (See President's report page 3).  
 
Forthcoming ideas and involvements  

i. Elizabethann proposed a visit to see an exhibition of Christmas tables. Also a 
get together next summer at her address. For example, bring your own food 
and drink for a barbeque. 

ii.  Joe McKernan will see if Chris is willing to do a site-seeing tour of Peter 
Olsen’s harbour next summer. 

iii.  Monty proposed writing an explanatory note for the uninitiated on the 
advantages of using Skype (internet telephony) for making free long-distance 
calls. 

iv. Libby suggested visiting the museum at Stevns Klint.  
 
Bulletins articles etc. - We need input, no restrictions on subject matter, just make it 
interesting/amusing. For example the note on Skype by Monty and the note on the 
new rules concerning British passports by Elizabethann. 
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Item 7: Thanks. 

 

Extended to all who attended the meeting and to all those who contributed actively 
during the course of the year, including the core members and our hosts. 

 
Item 8: Meeting closed. 

 
 
President’s Report.  
Once again we held our annual dinner in January at the Chinese restaurant, Hong Fu.  
About twenty of us attended.  
 In February Bill Vase went to Charlie’s Bar where the BEA started 22 years ago. 
Also in February Bill and myself attended a debate in Folketinget concerning dual 
nationality. Dual nationality was proposed by Det Radikale Venstre and, as expected, 
was promptly rejected by the government and Dansk Folkeparti. We had video-taped 
the discussion and some of us met here to see it later on. 
 Libby Norton kindly held a book, video and dvd swap evening at her house in 
March.  
 Brigadier Oliver Pratt O.B.E. who was a long-standing member died in April. Bent, 
Bill and myself attended his funeral. Oliver Pratt was unable to attend our meetings 
but was a staunch supporter for many years.  
In May I attended an English Speaking Union talk held by Professor Christopher 
Mulvey from Winchester University called `The English Language and the Danish 
Language: An English  Project Presentation´. Then on May 14 and 15 Bent and I 
went to Stockholm to take part in the 25th Anniversary of the Europeans Throughout 
the World. Our aims of dual nationality and voting rights are included in the 
Stockholm Recommendations. May was a very busy month as on May 15 Joe 
McKernan attended the KUKS annual meeting and reception in Kastellet. Then on 
May 30 Jens and Ruth Ulstrup invited us to their home to a wine tasting/wine quiz 
afternoon. It was most entertaining!          
Chris Surridge took us on a walk from Frederiksberg to the Main Station in July and 
told us all about the old railway lines in that area. Many of them are now paths for 
pedestrians and cyclists. At the Main Station he told us about some of the 
architectural features both on and inside the building – things that I didn’t even 
notice before. Chris is a mine of information.   
To end the season we held our annual picnic on July 26. A very few of us walked 
from Skodsborg Station and met the others in Rådvad. As usual it was good fun. 
On September 19 one of our members, Sam Lomborg, asked me to give a talk about   
the British European Association on Helsingør Radio. Fortunately Sam helped me a 
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lot and we mentioned all our important issues and frustrations.   
In October Joe, Bent and myself attended the KUKS opening of their exhibition on 
Climate Change in Frederiksberg Town Hall. We were able to talk to Ambassadors 
and members of their staff on how climate change is affecting their countries. It was 
an eye-opener to hear the different problems. Britain was not represented, nor the    
USA, and hardly any EU countries. The countries represented were Bolivia, Brazil,   
Argentina, Venezuela, Mexico, Ghana, the Sudan, Burkino Faso, Israel, Cyprus, 
Malta, Bosnia Herzegovina, Slovakia and Finland.     
Thank you all for coming here today, and for you continued support which is greatly 
appreciated. 
Valerie Kristiansen 
 
Letter re. dual nationality e-mailed to Politiken on 27. December 2009 and 
published on 1. January 2010: 
 
Kære Lars Hedebo Olsen 
Hermed et indlæg om dobbelt statsborgerskab som støtte til Signe Krogstrups indlæg 
d. 22.12.2009. 
  
'Signe Krogstrup skrev d. 22. december om danske statsborgere i udlandet der ønsker 
mulighed for dobbelt statsborgerskab så de kan stemme i det land de bor i uden at 
opgive deres danske statsborgerskab. De ønsker fortsat at bevare deres danske 
statsborgerskab fordi de føler sig som danske. 
Nøjagtig det samme føler mange britiske statsborgere i Danmark - de ønsker også 
mulighed for dobbelt statsborgerskab. 
I EU tillader 23 af de 27 EU lande dobbelt statsborgerskab - hvorfor ikke Danmark?' 
  
Med venlig hilsen 
Bent Kristiansen 
 
 
Elizabethann has forwarded the new rules for UK passport renewal. The new rules 
make it more difficult and more expensive to have one’s passport renewed. Instead 
of visiting the Embassy in Copenhagen you now have to forward the application 
forms, supporting documents and photos to the British Consulate General in 
Düsseldorf in Germany. This is both costly and cumbersome for British subjects in 
Denmark. It would have been far better if one could have the passport renewed in 
Copenhagen! If you are more than 80 years old the procedure is different, see Sam’s 
experience below! 
Val and Bent 
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DO YOU NEED A NEW PASSPORT? 

THEN DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE!  
 
 
      Members will find that “things ain’t what they used to be” when they have to apply for a new       
      passport.  Here is some useful information I gathered when I applied for one recently. 
 
      First of all a spot of advice – stay calm, be patient and try to retain a sense of humour!!! 
 

1. You can no longer phone the consular section at the Embassy to ask them to send you an 
application form. After pressing all the buttons you will get a message telling you to check 
their website and should you still require further information then you have to call a number 
in England. (I’m not kidding!) 
You can of course still go to the Embassy and join the queue to get in. 

      
2. Once you’ve received and completed the required application form you have to send it to the 

Consulate-General in Dusseldorf – yes, Dusseldorf Germany - you can’t just send or take it 
to “our” Embassy. You must also send your old passport – you can’t keep it as a souvenir!  
Make sure you follow the new rules about size etc. of your passport photos.  IMPORTANT: 
The person who certifies your signature and photo must NOT be retired. 

 
        3.   If you were born prior to 2 September 1929, you are eligible for a gratis passport                 
              that will be issued in the U.K and delivery will take five weeks. 
              If you can’t wait that long then you can send your form to Dusseldorf and only    
              wait ten days. You can, if necessary obtain an emergency passport. 
         
              Here again a warning – make sure the person who certifies your signature and    
              photo is not retired.  I asked an old friend who’d known me for over thirty years 
              to do the necessary for me. Ten days after sending my form I received a letter     
              saying that the U.K Passport Agency would not accept the signature of a retired 
              person even if he/she was British. However they would accept a Dane provided  

       he/she wasn’t retired. (The application form clearly states U.K. citizen only). 
 
       As for delivery after five weeks!!! – so far I’ve waited almost two months during   
       which time I’ve been without a passport.  No further comment!!!!!! 
 
 
       Sam Lomberg         

 

 

New Rules for UK Passport Renewal 

On 1st October 2009 the passport service for British nationals in Denmark was moved from Copenhagen to 
Dusseldorf. Instead of visiting the Embassy at Kastelvej to renew your passport, use the internet by clicking 
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on the Embassy’s site:  

http://ukindenmark.fco.gov.uk/en/passports/   or website: 
http://ukindenmark.fco.gov.uk/en/passports/renewing-your-passport 

Print out the necessary forms from the website and send the application and supporting documents and 
photos direct to the British Consulate General in Dusseldorf.  

Passport Section  
Adam Radcliffe, HM Consul 
British Consulate-General 
Yorck Strasse 19 
DE- 40476 Düsseldorf 
Germany  

Once the passport is ready, (about 12 days) Dusseldorf will return the passport direct to you using a courier 
service.  

All new, full UK passports are biometric. This means that they carry biological information about a person that 
links them to their passport, and your renewed passport will be biometric. Facial recognition maps various 
features on the face – e.g. the distances between eyes, nose, mouth and ears. The measurements are 
digitally coded and are used for comparison and verification purposes. Biometric technology is perfectly safe 
as facial biometrics can be taken from a good quality passport photograph. 

The photograph standards required for biometric passports are higher than those needed for earlier types of 
passports. Because new UK passports use facial biometrics, you must make sure your passport photographs 
meet the required standards. Ensure this by checking the latest information on the DirectGov website:  
www.direct.gov.uk/en/TravelAndTransport/Passports/Applicationinformation/DG_174152 

These are different rules from those used in taking a photo for a Danish passport, so it is a good idea to print 
the guidance, give it to your local photographer and help him with the translation. 

The cost of the passport will be same £124.50. Unfortunately, there is now a courier fee of 28 €. Since you 
can now fly with Air Berlin to Dusseldorf for under 200 DKK it might be an idea to go to Germany and collect it 
there! 

The system allows you to apply up to nine months before your current passport expires without losing any 
validity. So you can take advantage of this and need not leave it until the last minute to apply. 

Rules: www.direct.gov.uk/en/TravelAndTransport/Passports/Applicationinformation/DG_174152 

Elizabethann Burke 

 

Save lots of money on long distance telephone calls using "SKYPE" 
 
If you have a good Broadband Internet connection, you can install and run "Skype" on your 
computer to make long distance voice calls to relatives and friends. 
 
Skype is a little piece of computer software, and it's available for free. 
 
Once installed on your computer, it will become part of a global Internet network of computers, all 
of which are running the Skype software program. 
 
Once your computer joins the Skype network you'll be able set up voice conversations with users on 
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any other computer in the Skype network. Further more the the conversation can be extended 
beyond the boundries of the Skype network - the Skype servers have the ability to place voice calls 
to normal landline telephones and cellular phones. 
 
So what does this mean for an expat in somewhere like Denmark? 
 
Well it means that you can call a relative in the UK(or any part of the world) for free or very cheaply 
using the internet. 
 
If the final destination of the call is outside the Skype network, the nearest Skype server to that 
destination will make the last leg of the call to final destination, and this will cost whatever the local 
tariff is in that particular location. The part of the conversation that traverses the Internet in the 
Skype network is free. 
 
You need a headset with a microphone connected to your computer. 
 
So lets say that Valerie  wants to speak to her sister's mobile in Cheshire, she just uses the Skype 
program to dial the UK number and wait for someone to pick the receiver at the other end. Valerie 
will hear the call signal from the far end once the Skype server in Cheshire end places the call to the 
destination mobile. Valerie will only be billed for the local call to the cell phone in the UK. 
 
If Val's sister has a computer running Skype and connected to the Internet, then they could just call 
each other's computer and set up the voice call for free. They would typically start the whole 
procedure by one or the other sending an SMS telling the other to power-on their computer and get 
ready for a Skype call. 

Monty London 
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Brussels, 10th October 2009. 
Press Release 

 
NEW 

President – Secretary General – Executive Committee 
 

General Assembly & Board of Directors Meeting on 9 October 2009. 
 

The Brussels-based federation The Europeans Throughout the World (ETTW) – a non-governmental federation 
of national associations for residents abroad has constituted a new Executive Committee with 
 
President: Hans Jørgen HELMS, Danes Worldwide  
 
Secretary General: Nicholas NEWMAN, Association for the Rights of Britons Abroad  
  
Vice Presidents:  
 
Ms Noreen Bowden, Emigrant Advisory Network – Ireland 
Simon-Pierre Nothomb, Union Francophone des Belges à l’Etranger 
Paschalis Papachristopoulos, World Council of Hellenes Abroad 
Jean-Claude Séché, Français du Monde – ADFE 
Vladimir Skalsky, World Association of Slovaks living Abroad 
 
Treasurer: Koen van der Schaeghe,  Vlamingen in de Wereld 
 
Deputy Secretary General: Ms Marie-Claude Hayoit de Termicourt 
 
The Stockholm Recommendations adopted at the ETTW 25 year Anniversary Meeting in Stockholm 
on 14 - 15 May 2009 hosted by Swedes Abroad were reconfirmed. 
 
Addressed to national and European authorities for the benefit of the 60 to 80 million Europeans 
living in another country than their own and for whom the ETTW serves as a spokesman and 
defender the Stockholm Recommendations conclude proposing that 
 
A Member of the European Commission should be given specific responsibility for the Expatriate European 
Citizens. 
 
Encl.: The Stockholm Recommendations 
 
The Europeans Throughout the World, Fondation Universitaire, 11 rue d’Egmont, B-1000  Brussels 
 mail@euromonde. eu     Telephone +32 (0) 2 5120059 www.euromonde.eu 
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Brussels, 2 December 2009 
Draft Report of 

Extended Bureau Meeting, 
Fondation Universitaire, 

Friday 20 November 2009 at 11 :00 – 13 :00 
 

 
Participants 
 
President: Hans Jørgen Helms, Danes Worldwide  
Secretary General: Nicholas Newman, Association for the Rights of Britons Abroad  
  
Vice Presidents:  
 
Ms Noreen Bowden, Emigrant Advisory Network – Ireland 
Simon-Pierre Nothomb, Union Francophone des Belges à l’Etranger 
Jean-Claude Séché, Français du Monde – ADFE 
 
Treasurer: Koen van der Schaeghe, Vlamingen in de Wereld 
 
Special Delegates 
 
Mario Greco, CIM-Belgio 
Mrs Karine Henrotte Forsberg, SVIV 
 
Assistant Secretary General: Mrs Marie-Claude Hayoit de Termicourt 
 
Excused: Paschalis Papachristopoulos, World Council of Hellenes Abroad 
  Vladimir Skalsky, World Association of Slovaks living Abroad 
 
 

·  Welcome and approval of agenda 

In opening the meeting the President welcomed the participants and in particular Mrs Karine Henrotte Forsberg and 
Mr. Mario Greco who also in the future should be invited to participate in the Bureau meetings. At the suggestion of 
Mr. Nothomb it was agreed they should be given title and status as Special Delegates of ETTW. 

The Agenda was approved with the addition of an item under Any Other Business on linguistic and cultural 
multiplicity issues for Europe. 

·  Follow-up on General Assembly / Board Meeting 9 October 2009 

·  Contact with the European Institutions  
   
Individual letters with the Stockholm recommendations and the Press Release had been sent to the Presidents of 
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the European Parliament, the Parliament Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs; the European 
Economic and Social Committee and the European Committee of the Regions. No replies have been received so 
far (2 December 2009). 
Mr. Séché remarked that we also needed now to send similar letters to Mr. Van Rompuy and Baroness Ashton.  

 
·  Member Associations' dissemination of the Stockholm Recommendations  
 
It was noted hat the SVIV web site and the Magazine of VIW had extensive reports from the Stockholm meeting 
with the Stockholm recommendations. It was hoped that other member associations would take a similar 
initiative. 
 
·  Survey on Public Sponsorship of Member Associations  
 
Following a request for information from the Swedes Abroad (SVIV), a questionnaire to the member 
associations was presented. It was agreed to distribute it with a strong plea for a response by all member 
associations. 
 
·  Expert Study by Mrs Heremans-Van Elslande  
 
It was noted that Mr. Papachristopoulos met with Mrs Heremans on 4 Nov, and in turn Messrs. Newman and 
Helms, while further meetings were planned by Mrs Heremans. The President had sent her background 
documents. The Bureau was looking forward to receive the report in due time for discussion with the Board. 

·  Possible new actions 

·  Contact with the Commission on the legal right for European citizens to propose  European legislation  
 
Mr. Séché agreed to study this new Commission initiative and present proposals for possible reaction by ETTW 
to the Green Book of the Commission prior to the end of January 2010.  
This point should be on the agenda of the next Board meeting on 22 January 2010. 
 
 
·  Coming European legislation on succession across the borders within the EU  
 
It was agreed to distribute the information paper by Mr. Séché to the member associations. 
 
The French Consulate had organised a meeting on this matter with notaires. Anybody concerned by these 
measures should consult their own notaire. In general, in order to avoid excessive taxation, donations are 
recommended. Fiscal matters are likely to be complicated. Further information could no doubt be obtained from 
the Chambre des Notaires. The proposal is now at the EP Rapporteur level. 
Mr. Nothomb remarked that the greatest number of French expatriates are in Belgium and vice-versa. 
 
 

·  Member associations, recruitment of new member associations 
 

·  High level contacts with ADFE, MLF, Españoles en el Mundo  
 
At the request of the President Mme Bougeon-Maassen had arranged a meeting with Mme Monique Cerisier 
ben Guiga, sénatrice et présidente des Français de l’Etranger adfe on 19 December in Paris.  Mr. Mis had 
indicated that M. De la Messusière, président MLF may come for the next Board meeting.  The President was 
seeking contact with the new team of Españoles en el Mundo through the good offices of Mr. Enrique Barón 
Crespo. 
   
·  Candidates for invitations to become member : ASO (Switzerland), associations in Norway, Iceland, 

Estonia, Czech Republic, Austria, ...  
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Further news were awaited from the Swiss association.  
The Secretary General of the Norwegian Norse Federation had indicated interest in the ETTW and received 
extensive information. 
The President had written to Mr. Adalsteinn Leifsson, Iceland following his earlier contact with Mr. Nothomb. 
The President and the Secretary General had written Mr. Chestil, President of the Austrian association 
AUSLANDSÖSTERREICHER-WELTBUND suggesting interest in ETTW following previous contact. 
Mr Nothomb offered to find somebody to succeed Mr. Pause, who has regrettably been ill for some time. 
Mr. Papachristopoulos had indicated an organisation of expatriates in Cyprus possibly interested in ETTW 
to be contacted by the President. 
Mr. Séché mentioned Poland and the Czech Republic as likely new members of ETTW, and suggested 
contacting them via their Permanent Representatives, Embassies and Consulates. 

·  Financial and Logistics Questions 
 

·  Present Financial Situation, adjust the Budget 2010 
 
Mr. Newman as Secretary General and former Treasurer had arrived at a final and definitive closure of the 
accounts with the Commission of the contracts in the educational field from the 1990s. It called for no 
reimbursement by either party. The Bureau extended warm thanks to Mr. Newman for this satisfactory result. 
 
The Treasurer, Mr. Van der Schaeghe explained the present financial situation. All member associations had 
paid their 2009 membership fees apart from Romania, who did not reply to communications, but the Français du 
Monde with a lower amount than the one called for. After payment of all invoices the ETTW will dispose of 
around 1000 euro. 
 
·  Future of the office facilities  
 
Mr.  Nothomb suggested that the ETTW office facilities be shared from 1 January 2010 with the EUXIN project 
against payment of one third of the expenses. The Bureau felt that in this way it was financially possible for 
ETTW to keep its facilities in the Fondation Universitaire and thanked Mr. Nothomb for his initiative. 
 
·  Call for 2010 contributions  

 
It was agreed that the Treasurer should issue a call for the 2010 membership contributions in January 2010. 

·  Communications 
 

·  ETTW - Council of Europe partnership – Registration as NGO Lobby Organisation with EU  
 
Mrs Henrotte Forsberg reported on the Council of Europe initiative on INGO partnership. The Bureau saw an 
interest in this for ETTW partly because there are many items of mutual interest and partly as it could open 
ETTW to further national associations for expatriates as foreseen in the Statutes. The matter will be prepared for 
final decision at the next board meeting. 
 
The Commission invites NGOs (amongst others) to sign up for a Lobby register, "Register of Interest 
Representatives". The Bureau felt that the matter should be studied further with a report for the next Board 
meeting. 
 
·  ETTW Contacts with the Press  

 
 

A Press Release was sent immediately after the General Assembly of 9 October to Agence Europe, Financial 
Times, New Europe, and European Voice. It was regretted that no reactions had been noted. The Bureau 
suggested that more direct contact should be taken with selected press representatives. 
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·  Member Associations' Press contact on ETTW questions  
 
While noting a Press release by the World Association of Slovaks Abroad, the web site of SVIV, the VIW 
Magazine and a recent article in the magazine of Français du Monde adfe the Bureau agreed that member 
associations should be encouraged to take appropriate press contacts in their respective countries.  
 
·  Distribute up-dated Brochure ; update of the web site  
 
Updated versions (English and French) of the ETTW Brochure are available. The ETTW Web site 
www.euromonde.eu had been updated while the Secretary General announced further work on actualising the 
web site. 
 

·  Meeting Schedule for 2010  

 

·  Confirm Board meeting scheduled for 22 January 2010 
 
 

The date for the next Board meeting was confirmed to be held at the Foundation Universitaire at 11:00. 
 
 
·  Date and venue for General Assembly 2010 
 
Postponed to the Board meeting 
 
·  Dates for Board meetings 2010 
 
Postponed to the Board meeting. 

·  Any other business 

Mr. Mario Greco introduced a proposal for a meeting amongst interested parties to consider a project proposal as a 
follow-up to the seminar held on 11 November 2008 on Multilingual and Cultural Issues for Europe to be held upon 
invitation by Assodilit, CIM Belgio and ETTW.  

The Bureau agreed that this meeting could be held on 22 January 2010 in the afternoon following the scheduled 
ETTW Board meeting during the morning 11:00 – 13:00. and welcome  Mr. Greco’s further action. 

 

oOo 
  

 
 
Some Notes on Early Christianity in Denmark and the English Influence. 
 

As taught in schools in Denmark, Christianity was brought to the country by Ansgar, 
the “Apostle of the North” in the early 9th century before being established as the 
state religion by Harald “Bluetooth” about the year 965 as signified by the famous 
Jelling Stone. 
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However during the last few years my reading (and that of many others) has shown 
that Christianity had a much earlier impact, albeit to a limited extent, in Denmark. 
That isolated Christians lived here seems to be indicated by several artefacts from 
over the years carrying Christian symbols. Old grave finds such as at Mammen, 
Jutland (1868) and Aarslev, Funen (1820) show artefacts with these symbols, which 
may point to earlier Christianity existing amongst individuals, not that there was an 
organised church in place. 
 
One of the earliest recorded missionaries to Denmark was Willibrord, born in 
Northumbria c. 658 and a monk in Ripon, before evangelising, first in Frisian lands 
on the Continent (he became Patron Saint of Holland) and then in Denmark. He 
described the “wild Danish race” and of their king Ongenus (Angatur), ruling at Ribe 
(established around AD 700 as an important trading place) as “a man more cruel than 
a wild animal and harder than a stone”. He further described the Danes as “a fierce 
and obdurate race”. Willibrord did, however, select 30 boys for the church, but the 
record does not say what happened to them. 
 
Widukind, a monk from Corvey, Westfalia who wrote a history of the Saxons, says 
that the Danes had been Christians of old, but at the same time they served idols and 
that they believed in Christ as a god, but that there were greater gods than he. 
 
Ansgar (c.801 - 65) while evangelising in Denmark could never convert the mass of 
the population and while he was allowed to build churches at Hedeby (Schleswig) 
and Ribe, the later kings after Harald Klak did not convert to the faith. The Vikings 
detested the ringing of bells in connection with church services, which they thought 
abominable (a bell of later date: 950 – 1000) has been found at the site of the town of 
Hedeby. Ansgar was present at the baptism of Harald together with the Carolingian 
Emperor, Louis the Pious at Manheim in 826, but Harald was driven out of Denmark 
with Ansgar the next year.  After some time in Sweden, where he built a church at 
Birka, he became Archbishop of Hamburg-Bremen and died without fulfilling his 
wish to become a martyr. Sweden reverted to paganism immediately after he left. 
 
The rest of the 9th century and the beginning of the next is an almost total blank in 
Denmark´s history. It is not until King Gorm the Old and a visit by another Hamburg 
Archbishop, Umni, to Denmark in 936, that history shows that he was given a hostile 
reception in his attempt to carry on where Ansgar had failed. Gorm is, of course, the 
king who had commissioned the smaller Jelling Runestone to his wife Thyre “the 
pride of Denmark” and who was buried originally in the north mound in 958/59 (as 
found by tree-ring dating of the remains of the coffin). The very large Jelling stone 
erected by his son Harald “Bluetooth”, with the Great Beast or Lion and Christ’s 
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crucifixion depicted, shows foreign influences and while it may have been carried 
out by a Frankish artist, at least one scholar has suggested that a stone mason from 
perhaps York was responsible, in view of the many Anglo-Scandinavian crosses and 
hogback tomb slabs from the Danelaw and Yorkshire in particular. 
 
With the invasion of England by Svein “Forkbeard”, Harald´s son, and his 
subsequent victories in 1013, his grandson Knud (Canute) followed by consolidating 
the victories over Ethelred II 
 “The Unready”, who had vainly tried to buy them off with huge amounts of silver 
since 991. He reigned over a large Empire comprising England, Denmark and 
Norway and is known as Knud the Great in Scandinavia. He brought missionaries, 
priests, bishops and saints to Denmark from England and introduced ecclesiastical 
terminology and epistolary in church matters.  For example, he promulgated the 
sainthood of King Edmund of East Anglia, killed by the Danes in 869, and reverently 
re-buried the corpse of the Archbishop of Canterbury, slain in 912 because he 
refused to pay a ransom to them. He is reported to have walked bare footed several 
miles to Chester-le-Street, Durham when St. Cuthbert of Holy Island fame, had his 
remains transferred there. (Ultimately they were removed to Durham Cathedral until 
destroyed by Henry VIII at the Reformation). 
 
There was pronounced disagreement at the turn of the millennium between the 
Danish kings, including Knud, who favoured English bishops in opposition to the 
Archbishops of Hamburg-Bremen who pressed for Continental ecclesiastical 
hierarchy for the Scandinavian sees. Knud even thought of bringing the Danish 
Church under the jurisdiction of Canterbury. According to one source, around 1027, 
halfway through Knud´s reign, an English bishop was kidnapped on his way to 
Denmark by the Hamburg authorities and not released until he swore to obey them! 
(Denmark did not obtain its own authority until Lund was created an Archbishopric 
in 1103-04). 
 
Besides the dominance of England in the sphere of the Church, moneyers were 
brought over to manufacture coins, and while no records are extant, it is almost 
certain that English masons were responsible for many churches in Jutland in 
particular. This is evident in a number of door jambs and tympana, as well as interior 
pillars and arches which show English influence. The great phase of stone-built 
churches which replaced many wooden buildings began about the middle of the 11th 
century and lasted around 150 years. The earliest church which is dateable is Sct. 
Joergensbjerg, Roskilde from 1035-38 and the east end of Lund Cathedral from 
c.1020. 
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So while the Vikings did create havoc from 793 at Lindisfarne and to many other 
churches in England (and Ireland) afterwards, they quickly came to accept 
Christianity. In fact an Archbishop Wulfstan 1 of York allied himself around 940 
against the powers of Wessex, and Viking ascendency was not ended in Northumbria 
until 954. 
 
The Viking Age in Eastern and Northern England lasted only for about 150 years, 
but had a profound effect on England by fostering trade and commerce (look at what 
was found at the Coppergate excavations in York between 1970-80). While Simon 
Schama rather “skated over” 
this period in his “A History of Britain” (2000) is it not likely that this was a most 
important point in Britain´s history, leading to the Island becoming World leader in 
inventiveness and trade between 1770 and for another 100 years (the “down side” of 
the British Empire – slavery etc. is another story). This happened in the areas where 
Viking settlement was the greatest, that is Scotland and Northern England/Midlands 
and who is to say that the co-habitation and co-operation one thousand years ago did 
not lead to Britain’s greatness? 
 
Since 1900 it has been downhill all the way – who would have dreamt that today the 
Pound would be nearing parity with the Euro? 
Ernest Jackson.  1/11/2009. 
 
Social events in the second half of 2009: 
The following social events took place in the second half of 2009, railway walk on 4. 
July, picnic on 26. July, St. Alban’s summer fete 22. August, Val’s radio interview 
on 19. September and KUKS’s exhibition on 23. – 29. October, please see 
President’s report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A poster has been created with a link to the consular protection website: 
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http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/citizenship/diplomatic/fsj_citizenship_diplomatic_en.htm 
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I was walking along Gammel Kongevej in Frederiksberg a few weeks ago,  
and saw a very nasty accident.  A young man about 20 ran across the  
street and got hit by a car - quite dramatic - he was thrown over the  
car and landed on the ground behind it, and lay very still - it looked  
really bad. 
 
Immediately a lot of people gathered round, and that was when I was  
really impressed by Danes for the first time ever! 
 
No-one tried to move him - they formed a sort of buffer round him, held  
his hands and talked to him.  I noticed he was breathing, and he moved  
his head slightly, so at least he was alive. 
 
I used my mobile to call 112, but they had already been called.  The  
street has a small divider along it.  Within minutes, while people were  
reassuring the victim, someone was directing the traffic so that the  
cars kept moving - albeit slowly - and the patient was clear of it.  The  
ambulance arrived after about 10 minutes or more, coming from the  
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direction of Copenhagen - the other way was obviously blocked - and I  
then left. 
 
I thought it was wonderful the way people behaved - calmly, sensibly,  
doing all the right things in a very natural way.  In University  
Psychology, it was shown by experiment that when someone is in trouble,  
and there is only one person around, that person will probably help, but  
when there are lots of people around, the normal reaction is to leave it  
to someone else - that didn't happen in Denmark!  So well done Danes! 
Joe 
 

EU Directive No. 456179  
 
In order to meet the regulations and conditions laid down for unification under the Single 
European currency, all citizens of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus and Eire must be made aware that the phrase 'Spending 
a Penny' will be banned from use after 31st December 2009. 
 
As from 1st January 2010, the correct terminology, which must be used, will be: 
'Euronating'. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation. Now wash your hands, please. 

Christmas Warnings 

If you think Christmas 2008 was bad, it could have been worse - as these statistics from the UK 
prove: 

1) Hospitals reported 4 broken arms last year after cracker pulling accidents. 

2) Three people die each year testing if a 9v battery works on their tongue. 

3) Five people were injured last year in accidents involving out of control Scalextric cars. 

4) Eight people cracked their skull in 1997 after falling asleep while throwing up into the toilet.  

5) Eighteen people had serious burns in 1998 trying on a new jumper with a lit cigarette in their 
mouth. 

6) Nineteen people have died in the last 3 years believing that Christmas decorations were 
chocolate. 

7) Thirty one people have died since 1996 by watering their Christmas tree while the fairy lights 
were plugged in. 

8) Fifty eight people are injured each year by using sharp knives instead of screwdrivers.  

9) One hundred and one people since 1997 have had to have broken parts of plastic toys pulled out 
of the soles of their feet. 
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10) One hundred and forty two people were injured in 1998 by not removing all pins from new 
shirts. 

11) Five hundred and forty three people were admitted to A&E in the last two years after opening 
bottles of beer with their teeth.  

How They Forecast a Cold Winter  

One day in early September the chief of a Native American tribe was asked by his tribal elders if the 
winter of 2008/9 was going to be cold or mild.  The chief asked his medicine man, but he too had 
lost touch with the reading signs from the natural world around the Great Lakes.  

In truth, neither of them had idea about how to predict the coming winter.  However, the chief 
decided to take a modern approach, and the chief rang the National Weather Service in Gaylord 
Michigan.  

'Yes, it is going to be a cold winter,' the meteorological officer told the chief.  Consequently, he 
went back to his tribe and told the men to collect plenty of firewood.  

A fortnight later the chief called the Weather Service and asked for an update. 'Are you still 
forecasting a cold winter?' he asked.  

'Yes, very cold', the weather officer told him. 

As a result of this brief conversation the chief went back to the tribe and told his people to collect 
every bit of wood they could find.  

A month later the chief called the National Weather Service once more and asked about the coming 
winter. 'Yes,' he was told, 'it is going to be one of the coldest winters ever.'  

'How can you be so sure?' the chief asked.  

The weatherman replied: 'Because the Native Americans of the Great Lakes are collecting wood like 
crazy.'  

____________________________________________________________________ 

Christmas Eating Around The World 

Henry VIII was the first English king to enjoy turkey, although Edward VII made eating turkey 
fashionable at Christmas. Indeed turkey was a luxury right up until the 1950's when refrigerators 
became commonplace. However, traditions for countries around the globe vary enormously, the 
centrepiece can range from pork chops to curried goat. 

Austria : By international standards, an Austrian Christmas is a modest affair, dinner might consist 
of braised carp served with gingerbread and beer sauce.  Like many continentals, Austrians are 
saving themselves for the New Year celebrations. 

Brazil : Christmas meal could be chicken, turkey, ham, rice, salad, pork, fresh and dried fruits, often 
with beer. Poorer people will just have chicken and rice. 
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Czech Republic: Tradition dictates that the tree is not lit before Christmas Eve when they have a 
big dinner of fish soup, salads, eggs and carp. Scarily, the number of people at the table must be 
even or it is believed the person without a partner will die next year. 

France: Traditional Christmas food is a family meal with good meat and the best wine.  

Finland: In the evening, a traditional Christmas dinner is probably eaten. The meal will include 
'casseroles' containing liver, rutabaga [swede], carrot and potato, with cooked ham or turkey. Some 
families eat liver paté. Raw pickled slightly salted salmon, herrings and salad called 'rosolli'. 
Mushroom salad is also common. 

Germany: The Germans tend to have a game feast on Christmas day, usually wild boar or venison. 

Hungary: The meal could be fresh fish usually with rice or potatoes and homemade pastries as 
dessert. 

Italy : Italy probably has the longest Christmas lunch, it's not uncommon for the feast to last 5 hours. 
Most families will have about 8 courses including antipasti, a small portion of pasta, a roast meal, 
followed by 2 salads and 2 sweet puddings - then cheese fruit, brandy and chocolates. 

Jamaica: Christmas dinner usually consists of rice, gungo peas, [pigeon peas] chicken, ox tail and 
curried goat. 

Latvia : The special Latvian Christmas Day meal is cooked brown peas with bacon [pork)] sauce, 
small pies, cabbage and sausage.  

Norway: The big festive feast takes place on Christmas Eve. Most people around the coastal 
regions eat fish; concoctions of cod and haddock and a variety called lutefisk. Inland they go for 
pork chops, specially prepared sausages and occasionally lamb. 

Poland: The traditional Christmas Eve supper consists of 12 non-meat dishes, representing the 
months of the year and featuring fish such as pike, herring and carp. Other typical Polish dishes are 
fish soup, sauerkraut with wild mushrooms or peas and Polish dumplings with various fillings. 

Sweden: Traditional Christmas Food is usually a smorgasbord of caviar, shellfish, cooked and raw 
fish and cheeses. 

Ukraine: The people here prepare huge broths brimming with meat for Christmas Eve rather than 
Christmas Day.  

Armenia:  the traditional Christmas Eve meal consists of fried fish, lettuce, and spinach. The meal is 
traditionally eaten after the Christmas Eve service. 

Portugal: the traditional Christmas meal [consoada] is eaten in the early hours of Christmas Day. 

… and we all know what we eat in UK and in Denmark… 

      Interesting Trivia and Facts at Christmastide  
 4
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Ten things to say about gifts you don't like 

 10. Oh dear, if I had not recently shot up four sizes, that would've fit. 
 
9. It would be a shame if the dustmen man ever accidentally took this from me. 
 
8. Perfect for wearing in the basement.  
 
7. Well, well, well...  
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6. I really don't deserve this.  
 
5. Gosh, I hope this never catches fire!  
 
4. I Love it, but I fear the jealousy it will inspire.  
 
3. If the dog buries it, I'll be furious!  
 
2. Sadly, tomorrow I enter the federal witness protection program.  
 
1. To think I got this the year I vowed to give all my gifts to charity.�

 _________________________________________________________________�
 

Some Musical Christmas Advice 
 Make out your Chopin Liszt early before Debussy season, when you have time to check out Verdi good bargains 

are, can still get gifts Faure good price, not have to Handel large crowds and have time to give Bach things you 
decide you don't want.�

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                           The Shopping Criminal�
������ It was Christmas and the judge was in a merry mood as he asked the prisoner,�

 "What are you charged with?" 
 
"Doing my Christmas shopping early", replied the defendant. 
 
"That's no offense", said the judge. "How early were you doing this shopping?" 
 
"Before the store opened."�

 ________________________________________________________________________�
 Elizabethann Burke�

�� ����������	�
�������

������
������
�������� ��

	�������������������������������������'�����������' ��$��6�����
6�$�������������
�����3�����������5���������������� ��'����'��������
'��5�����'��6�����������6������
������� �


�������3�#�5���3������6���A5�� ��

/��6��'�������������#�54�������3��5�������
�������
 ������
��3������5� ��

2�6�������������$������'������������3�������������� $��������
��
����
����������6�
��������3�#�5	���3������������ ����
����������'������
����3������4��������������������������6���������3�� �����6��'�����6�����
3������������6��������3������6����6���'����3A5�� ��


�������������������3���������3��'����3#�B2�#�45��3 �������5�����'����B  

From Joe McKernan. 
 

Subscriptions!! Some members have not paid their subscriptions 
There are still a few members who have not paid their subscription yet – please pay ASAP. 

Please pay your yearly subscription. The subscriptions should be paid into the giro 
account for The British European Association in BG Bank, now Danske Bank. The 
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type of the account is a 'ForeningsGiro'. Reg.nr. 1551. Account number: 2608596. 
Please note the Reg.nr. has been changed (1551 is the correct number). If you have 
your own giro account the subscription can be transferred from your account to the 
account of the Association. If you do not have a giro account please fill in a giroform 
and pay at a post office. 
 
The amount to be paid is d.kr. 150-00 for a single member and d.kr. 250-00 for a 
couple. For businesses the amount is d.kr. 250-00. 
 
For questions forwarded to us on e-mail - please use das74klapa@briteuro.dk  
 
Please send articles and letters intended for the next BE Bulletin to: Valerie 
Kristiansen at das74klapa@briteuro.dk 
 
BE Bulletins can be read on our home page: www.briteuro.dk 

oOo 
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